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inclusión de dos textos sobre artistas al trazar su indagación compleja en la relación 
entre fondo y forma. El primer texto es un análisis de la obra de Francisco Echauz 
(1927-2011), publicado un año después de Descripción y el segundo es un análisis 
de la obra de Juan Barjola (1919-2004) publicado en 2002.

En El canto de la desaparición, Daniel Aguirre Oteiza nos da un ejemplo 
del tipo de lectura de la escritura gamonediana que propone: una interpretación ba-
sada en el análisis de constelaciones de motivos dentro de un corpus amplio y abier-
to enmarcado por un horizonte de expectativas fundamentado en las discusiones 
teóricas actuales en torno al trauma, la memoria histórica y el testimonio. También 
ofrece un modelo para la interpretación de textos poéticos que presentan un testi-
monio menos explícito y más descontextualizado de la memoria histórica.

Merece la pena notar, sin embargo, que esta manera de aproximarse a la 
obra de Gamoneda presenta posibles dificultades para el lector, a la vez que arro-
ja luz sobre el mundo conceptual más amplio de la escritura gamonediana. Hacer 
pocas distinciones entre diferentes textos en este corpus y hacer varios recorridos 
del mismo corpus en múltiples capítulos puede presentar una imagen hasta cierto 
punto fragmentada del corpus gamonediano. Pero para lectores ya bastante familia-
rizados con esta obra El canto de la desaparición será un estudio indispensable para 
comenzar a comprender (o comprender mejor) el papel que juegan la memoria, la 
historia y el testimonio en la obra de Gamoneda.

Paul Cahill Pomona College

Beilin, Katarzyna, and William Viestenz, eds. Ethics of Life: Contemporary  
Iberian Debates. Nashville: Vanderbilt UP, 2016. xxxiv + 339 pp.

Over the last two decades, literary scholars have been increasingly con-
cerned with ethics, from the ethics of reading or writing to how literary works offer 
figurations of ethical dilemmas and predicament as well as the ways in which liter-
ary or visual representations reflect on the ethical dimension of different subject po-
sitions or figures. For instance, that of the defeated as in Ana María Amar Sánchez’s 
2010 book Instrucciones para la derrota. Criticism in this vein has deepened our un-
derstanding of the ethical dimension of criticism, or redeployed our attention to the 
ethical valences of literary and visual representations, as well as reassigned the pri-
ority of ethics in thinking about collective dilemmas ranging from climate change 
to animal rights. Ethics of Life, edited by Katarzyna Beilin and William Viestenz, 
makes an outstanding contribution to these discussions. This carefully edited collec-
tion offers a series of refreshing discussions on a wide range of today’s contemporary 
ethical questions with particular focus on their particular formulation in the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

Ethics of Life consists of thirteen essays, which are divided in four sections, 
an introduction and an afterword. The overall quality of the essays is outstanding 
and the volume exhibits a level of coherence that collections of essays rarely achieve. 
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The essays discuss the increasing role of bio-technology; neoliberalism and the capi-
talization of life; the ethics of food production and genetic engineering; organ har-
vesting; euthanasia; abortion; the preservation of eco-systems; environmental jus-
tice; the rights of non-human life in the essays by Junquera and Raquejo; Trevathan; 
Feingberg and Larson; Prádanos; Ares López; and Faber. The essays collected in this 
volume combine theoretical rigor with mastery over literary and visual texts and 
their contexts of emergence. But the overarching goal of the volume, as the editors’s 
introduction makes abundantly clear, is to bring these concerns to bear on the field 
of Iberian Studies and breathe new life by bringing new frameworks to bear on the 
study of Iberian societies. 

The foregoing themes are pursued in the closest contact with Iberian re-
alities. Thoughtful treatments of films like Biutiful and Mar Adentro, by Beilin and 
Begin for instance, are found alongside literary works and trenchant criticism of 
the imaginary of quality of life and modernization associated with the last years of 
Franco and their subsequent transmogrification within neoliberalism in the chapters 
by de Lora, Suryanarayanan, and Beilin that specifically deal with biotechnology 
and reproductive rights in Spain. Moreover, some of the essays engage in archival 
work, or reflect upon images and other visual artifacts to trace the ethical dilemmas 
involved in the gamut of issues the volume deals with, including the ethics of bull-
fighting and its entanglements with issues of cultural and national identities in the 
essays by Viestenz and Beusterien, for instance. All of these themes are pursued with 
scholarly rigor and theoretical soundness. All in all, these essays show, as López Vega 
and Martín Estudillo point out in the Afterword “that ecocriticism is not about 
looking for funny rabbits and pleasant fountains in poems,” but rather about “un-
derstanding our place in the world not as owners and rulers of nature but as respon-
sible tenants of the commons” (328).

If there are limitations to Ethics of Life, these are largely symptomatic of a 
broader trend within the contemporary humanities: by opening up the field to the 
best traditions of cultural criticism, the study of literature has become increasingly 
relegated to a subordinate position, which the relative imbalance between the visual 
and the literary, not to speak of the archival and theoretical, in this volume shows. 
Similarly, ethical questions are never pristinely so. When it comes to ecological 
crisis, neoliberalism, or even bullfighting, the ethical dimension is inextricably en-
twined with the political; indeed all of these issues are of a fundamentally political 
nature that is somewhat occluded by their recasting in terms of the “ethics of life.” 
Both the relative displacement of the literary and the overextension of the ethical 
are contemporary trends within the humanities that the book perhaps unwittingly 
reproduces. 

Even so, unlike many contemporary engagements with ethical questions, 
these essays mostly succeed in avoiding making ethics either a placeholder or a 
ground in which political and cultural questions are subsumed. By bringing these 
thematics, along with the theoretical debates around them in the Anglo-American 
humanities, Ethics of Life moves Iberian Studies forward considerably and further 
contributes to dislodge old, exhausted paradigms about “Hispanism.” Furthermore, 
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by focusing on the aforementioned ethical question in an Iberian context, the vol-
ume breaks away from old conceits about “Spanish exceptionalism” and captures 
the complex but particular ways in which Iberian cultures confront planetary pre-
dicaments and the ethical demands these impose on us. 

Jennifer Duprey     Rutgers University-Newark

Carte, Rebecca A. Capturing the Landscape of New Spain. Baltasar Obregón 
and the 1564 Ibarra Expedition. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 2015. 164 pp. 

Besides the attention given to figures like Cabeza de Vaca and Estebanico, 
the colonial archive related to Northern Mexico and Southwestern US has received 
limited attention by colonial Latin American literature scholars with few exceptions 
such as Maureen Ahern and José Rabasa. Rebecca Carte’s Capturing the Landscape 
is an excellent contribution to fill that void in colonial studies. Its environmental 
perspective also offers important insights into the multilayered processes of colonial 
and imperial inscriptions of the land. 

Based on a careful close reading of the Historia de los descubrimientos de 
Nueva España (1584) by Creole writer Baltasar de Obregón, Carte’s study offers a 
critical analysis of the cultural production of landscapes. The northern frontier is 
“captured” by textualscapes like Obregón’s Historia, that register and appropriate 
the land, endow it with meaning, recodify or suppress existing landscapes and in-
scribe it in the colonial, imperial and Christian telos. Written twenty years after his 
participation in the Francisco de Ibarra “pacifying” expedition to the mining fron-
tier in Northern Mexico in 1563, the Historia, as many relaciones de méritos y ser-
vicios, seeks to offer the Spanish Crown valuable information on the territories, its 
wealth, and the prospects for colonization and evangelization of the region. Stress-
ing the hardships endured by the expedition participants, the Historia seeks royal 
recognition and compensation. The Historia incorporates information from the pre-
vious expeditions to the region, viewed from the new conquest paradigm developed 
by Phillip II in his Ordenanzas de 1573, responsive to the demands of a detailed 
mapping of the territory, justifications for the war against the Indians, and the evan-
gelization project. Here, however, the imperial inscription of the land is not done 
top down, through the new cartographic imagination of the Renaissance, rather 
bottom up, from the itinerary itself, inscribing the territory traversed. Knowledge 
generated by the praxis of colonialism itself. The reality is that neither Ibarra nor 
the expeditions before him had really been successful in the northern frontier mili-
tary campaigns referred to as the Chichimeca Wars. In this context, the Historia 
seeks to make real the imperial aspirations. Obregón’s texts oversell the Spaniards’ 
accomplishments, projecting the past (history) and the present (itinerary) onto the 
landscape and presenting the territories as a (future) possession of the Spanish em-
pire. Carte’s study brings these issues to the forefront in a well-documented and 
competent reading of a lesser-known text that is placed into the wider colonial ex-
perience. 


